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ELEMENT 7. FOG CONTROL PROGRAM 

This SSMP element describes the City’s fats, oils, and grease (FOG) control program for its wastewater 
collection system. The major items discussed in this element are as follows: 

 Regulatory Requirements 

 Public Outreach Program 

 FOG Disposal Plan 

 Legal Authorities 

 Grease Removal Devices/Best Management Practices 

 Inspection and Enforcement Staff 

 Problem Areas 

 Problem Area Source Control 

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

WDR Element D-13-vii requires the following: 

The City must prepare and implement a FOG source control program to reduce the amount of these 
substances discharged to the sanitary sewer system. This plan includes the components listed in Table 7-1, 
as appropriate.  
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PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAM 

The City’s FOG Public Education Activities and Outreach Program is documented on an internal 
spreadsheet available from Utilities Department Water Quality Division. It details the FOG radio 
campaign, FOG literature distributed to residents and businesses, and the FOG Webpage.  

The SSMP Manager is closely following proposed State regulations such as AB 1672 (Bloom, 
2019) to address wet wipes that are known to cause sanitary sewer overflows by exasperating 
FOG issues and disrupting the operation of wastewater pumps. UD staff will include wet wipes 
in the public outreach effort to mitigate negative impacts in the sanitary sewer system. 

FOG DISPOSAL PLAN 

The City’s FOG Control Program includes a FOG disposal plan which is available to the 
commercial septage/FOG haulers. The City’s Easterly WWTP accepts FOG at its septage 
receiving facility that was constructed in 2005.  As the community grows and the treatment plant 
is expanded to accommodate that growth, the City will periodically assess the ability of the 
treatment plant to accommodate the anticipated amount of FOG and adjust operational practices 
or modify facilities when necessary to meet the needs of the service area. Funding for such 
operational changes or facility modifications will be provided by a combination of operation and 
maintenance charges and fees paid by the commercial septage/FOG haulers. FOG removed from 
Vacaville is also accepted by East Bay Municipal Utilities District at its wastewater treatment 
plant.  

LEGAL AUTHORITIES 

City Municipal Code Section 13.08.451 establishes the legal authority for the FOG Control 
Program.  This is also discussed in Section 3, Legal Authority, of this document. The Municipal 
Code Section 13.08 Sewers can be downloaded at the following internet address: 
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Vacaville/#!/Vacaville13/Vacaville1308.html and is also 
attached in Element 3. 

GREASE REMOVAL DEVICES/BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

The City requires installation and proper maintenance of grease removal devices in food service 
establishments (FSEs). The California Plumbing Code, which was codified by the City in City 
Municipal Code Section 14.20.252 Construction Code, California Plumbing Code, requires that 
all new FSEs install grease removal devices—the subject code can be downloaded at the internet 
address http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/vacaville/. The City also can require that an existing 
FSE (without a grease removal device) install one if, through Utilities Department’s Pretreatment 
Program, the City can prove that the FSE is contributing to a sewer blockage or overflow. The 
California Plumbing Code specifies the design standards for grease removal devices installed in 
the City. Maintenance (such as cleaning), record keeping, and reporting requirements for grease 
removal devices are specified in Municipal Code Section 13.08.451–Fats, Oils and Grease 
Control. The Element also requires that any FSE upstream of a FOG problem area (not just FSEs 
that can be proven to be causing a FOG problem) in the collection system install a grease 
removal device. The City has Best Management Practices (BMP) requirements for FOG disposal 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Vacaville/#!/Vacaville13/Vacaville1308.html
http://www.codepublishing.com/Ca/vacaville/Vacaville14/Vacaville1420252.html#14.20.252
http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/vacaville/
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in Food Service Establishments (FSEs) listed in the Municipal Code Section 13.08.451– Fats, 
Oils and Grease Control. 

 

INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT STAFF 

Section 13.08.451C. of the City of Vacaville Municipal Code (VMC) provides city staff with the 
authority to inspect Food Service Establishments (FSE) for compliance with FOG control 
requirements established under sections 13.08.451.  Enforcement authority of the 
aforementioned section is provided under sections 13.08.580 through 13.08.690 and can consist 
of verbal warnings, written warnings, notices of violation (NOV), administrative orders, 
administrative civil liability and the  imposition fines, emergency abatement, and abatement 
proceedings as set forth in VMC Chapter 8.10. 

The Utilities Department - Water Quality Pretreatment Section is responsible for ensuring that 
FSE’s comply with the FOG control requirements of the VMC and taking enforcement when 
appropriate.  This is accomplished by two Environmental Compliance Inspectors (ECIs) whose 
main responsibilities include regulatory monitoring of the City’s thirteen (13) permitted 
industrial dischargers and periodic and or on-demand inspection of the 180+/- Food Service 
Establishments (FSEs). 

Public Works Field Utilities Maintenance crews conduct routine sewer line inspections with 
closed circuit video cameras to determine areas where FSEs are causing FOG accumulation in 
the collection system. They will in turn notify the ECIs who will conduct on-demand FOG 
inspections of the suspect FSEs.  In general, the inspections consist of visual examination of the 
condition of grease removal devices, pump out records, a review of kitchen FOG practices, and 
FOG disposal BMPs.  

As required under the MRP section of the WDR SSOs, including FOG related, are reported and 
tracked in the California Integrated Water Quality System.  In addition, the City tracks SSOs 
within its geographic information system (GIS).  These two resources allow the City to identify 
FOG related SSO hotspot areas and to prioritize and set a frequency for conducting FOG 
inspections of FSEs tributary to the hotspot areas.   

Any new construction or remodeling of FSEs must apply for a building permit through the 
Community Development Department. Through this process, the Community Development 
Department Building Division plan checks all remodel and new FSEs for compliance with the 
Plumbing Code and the Municipal Code regarding grease removal devices. It is the responsibility 
of the Community Development Department Building Inspectors to inspect grease removal 
device installations in the field before building occupancy.   

PROBLEM AREAS 

The City has a list of sewers that experience FOG problems, along with an increased-frequency 
cleaning schedule for those sewers. The problem area list and cleaning schedule are discussed in 
Element 4, O&M Program. 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Vacaville/#!/Vacaville13/Vacaville1308.html#13.08.580
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Vacaville/#!/Vacaville13/Vacaville1308.html#13.08.690
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Vacaville/#!/Vacaville08/Vacaville0810.html#8.10
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PROBLEM AREA SOURCE CONTROL 

The City has developed and is implementing source control measures for FOG sources (FOG 
dischargers to the collection system) tributary to the problem areas. Source control measures 
include the city’s fog disposal public outreach program and requirements for grease removal 
devices and for fog disposal BMPs. 
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COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
 
 
Pretreatment 

 
The City of Vacaville Pretreatment Program was created to meet US EPA pretreatment regulations. 
Under the Pretreatment Program, certain industries must be permitted and monitored to ensure they 
meet wastewater discharge requirements [Vacaville Municipal Code Chapter 13.08]. These 
requirements help keep our waters clean. 

 
You can call (707) 469-6400 with any questions. 

 
 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 

 
Businesses in Vacaville can drop off hazardous waste at the local hazardous waste center: 

Recology Vacaville Solano Hazardous Waste Center 

855 1/2 Davis Street 
 

 
Vacaville, CA 95687 

 

 

Call1-8oo-207-8222 to schedule an appointment. 
 
 
FOG's 

 
When fats, oils and grease cool they solidify and can cause severe problems including: 

 

 
• Sewer backups and overflows 
• Negative  impacts on treatment plant operating efficiency 
• Odors and infrastructure corrosion 

 
 

To limit fats, oils and grease from entering the storm or sanitary sewer system; 
 

 
• Scrape and wipe down pots, pans and work areas prior to washing 
• Dispose of food waste in the appropriate bin 
• Periodical ly check waste bins to ensure they are free of any leaks 
• Routinely clean grease traps and interceptors 

 
 

Click to download the Grease Menace brochure (En Español). 

Click Here to download the best management practices poster. 

Mandatory Organic Recycling 

http://www.ci.vacaville.ca.us/government/utilities/environmental-protection/commercial-
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In September 2014, the Governor signed into law California Assembly Bill1826. This law requires 
commercial businesses to recycle their organic waste to keep this waste out of landfills. 

 
Beginning January 1, 2019, any business that generates 4 cubic yards or more of solid waste each week 
must recycle its organic waste. 

 
Vacaville Recycling has additional information on what you can do to meet these requirements. 

 
 

REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING 

Call: 707-469-6400 
 

Mon-Fri Sam-4:30pm 
 

 

After 
Hours: 707-449-5200 

http://www.ci.vacaville.ca.us/government/utilities/environmental-protection/commercial-
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EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
 
 
Brochures and Flyers 

 
Stormwater Education 

Home Pest Management 

Pesticide Use & Disposal 

It's a Toilet. Not a Trash Can 
 

 
Grease Menace Brochure (En Espafiol) 

 
 
Lesson Plans 

 
Happy the Fish 

 
 

Plastic. Plastic Evecywhere! 
 
 
Coloring Book 

 
Water Cycle Coloring Book (En Espafiol) 

 
 
 
 

For more information and activities for Solano County,visit the Solano Resource Conservation District 
website. 
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REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING 
 

 

Call: 707-469-6400 
 

Mon-Fri Bam-4:30pm 
 

 

After 
Hours: 707-449-5200 

http://www.ci.vacaville.ca.us/government/utilities/environmental-protection/educational-r





