








Exhibit A TO RESOLUTION 2023-060 

Safety Element and Environmental Justice Goals, Policies, and Actions  
Findings of Fact 

Reaffirmation of the Previous Environmental Assessment to Adopt the 2023 Safety Element 
Update and Incorporating the Community Health Goals, Policies, and Actions into the Land 

Use, Transportation, Conservation and Open Space, Parks and Recreation, and Public 
Facilities and Services Elements of the General Plan 

File No. 22-191 
 
Unless otherwise specified, code sections referenced below are from Vacaville Land Use and 
Development Code (LUDC) and environmental sections reference are from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE 
The decision-maker bases its decision on the following information: (1) the Draft Safety 
Element; (2) the Draft Environmental Justice Goals, Policies, and Actions; (3) the Housing 
Element, Housing Element Implementation Programs; (4) Addendum to the General Plan 
Update EIR (SCH. No. 2020090526) and the Supplement EIR for the General Plan 
Transportation Update and Energy and Conservation Strategy Update Project (SCH No. 
2020090526) prepared for the 2023-2031 Housing Element Update, Housing Element Programs 
Implementation, Safety Element Update, and Community Health Policies (5) all documents and 
oral evidence received at public workshops, meetings, and hearings or submitted to the City 
during the comment period relating to the project; (6) and the minutes and recordings of the 
Planning Commission hearings; and (7) all other matters of common knowledge to the City, 
including, but not limited to, City, state, and federal laws, policies, rules, regulations, reports, 
records and projections related to development within the City and its surrounding areas. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FINDINGS 
Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Section 15164, an Addendum to the 
City of Vacaville 2015 General Plan FEIR (SCH No. 2011022043), and 2021 SEIR for the 
General Plan Transportation Update and Energy and Conservation Strategy Update Project 
(SCH No. 2020090526) was prepared for the 2023-2031 City of Vacaville Housing Element 
Update, Housing Element Programs Implementation, Safety Element Update, and Community 
Health policies. Adoption of the Safety Element and the Community Health goals, policies, 
and actions will not result in any impacts on the environment. No additional environmental 
impacts have been identified as part of the proposed project, and no additional environmental 
review is required. 
 
A. The decision-maker shall make the following findings: 
 

1. That the activity is within the scope of the project covered by the previous EIR, negative 
declaration, or mitigated negative declaration;  

 
Finding: An addendum to the 2015 General Plan FEIR and the 2021 SEIR for the 
General Plan Transportation Update and Energy and Conservation Strategy Update 
Project was prepared based on meeting the findings of California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Section 15164 for the Housing Element Update, Housing Element Programs 
Implementation, Safety Element, and Community Health goals, policies, and actions. 
Adoption of the 2023 Safety Element Update and the Community Health policies does 
not require major revisions to the 2015 General Plan EIR due to new significant 
environmental impacts or substantial increases in the severity of previously identified 
significant environmental impacts. 



 

 
2. That no new significant effects would occur or no new mitigation measures would be 

required; 
 

Finding: The proposed project has been evaluated for new significant impacts or a 
substantial increase in previously identified significant impacts identified in the 2015 
General Plan EIR and 2021 Supplemental General Plan Environmental Impact Report 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21166 and CEQA Guidelines Section 
15162. 

 
3. That the Statement of Overriding Considerations, if any, adopted with the previous 

project for which the EIR was prepared has been incorporated into the project approval; 
 

Finding: Adoption of the 2023 Safety Element Update and the Community Health 
policies does not result in additional significant impacts beyond what was identified in the 
2015 General Plan FEIR and 2021 General Plan SEIR.  

 
4. That feasible mitigation measures or alternatives adopted with the previous EIR or 

mitigated negative declaration have been incorporated into the project approval; and 
 

Finding: Adoption of the 2023 Safety Element Update and the Community Health 
policies does not result in additional significant impacts resulting in mitigation measures 
beyond what was identified in the 2015 General Plan FEIR and 2021 General Plan 
SEIR.  

 
5. That no new environmental document would be required. 

 
Finding: The project would not cause any new significant environmental impacts or 
substantially increase the severity of significant environmental impacts disclosed in the 
General Plan EIR. Thus, the proposed project does not trigger any of the conditions in 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 mandating the preparation of a subsequent EIR, and 
the appropriate environmental document authorized by CEQA Guidelines Section 
15164(b) is an addendum. 

 
Environmental Review Conclusion 
 
The project is within the scope of the previously certified General Plan FEIR and SEIR. No 
additional environmental impacts have been identified as part of the proposed project, and no 
additional environmental review is required. 
 
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 
 
LUDC Section 14.04.030.040 Findings Required for Approval  
  
A. To approve a General Plan amendment, the City Council shall find that: 
 

1. The proposed amendment is internally consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies 
of the General Plan. 

 
Finding: The Safety Element is a mandatory General Plan element and is consistent with 
State law, and the proposed Environmental Justice goals, policies, and actions have 



 

been incorporated into other mandated General Plan elements. As required by State 
law, all the General Plan elements are internally consistent with one another.  
 

2. That the proposed amendment would not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or 
welfare of the community. 
 
Finding: The Safety Element is required by State law to protect the community from any 
unreasonable risks associated with the effects of seismically induced surface rupture, 
ground shaking, ground failure, tsunami, seiche, and dam failure; slope instability 
leading to mudslides and landslides; subsidence; liquefaction; and other seismic 
hazards. The proposed Environmental Justice goals, policies, and actions are intended 
to reduce the unique or compounded health risks in disadvantaged communities by 
means that include, but are not limited to, the reduction of pollution exposure, including 
the improvement of air quality, and the promotion of public facilities, food access, safe 
and sanitary homes, and physical activity. 
 

3. The proposed amendment would maintain an appropriate balance of land uses within 
the City. 
 
Finding: The Safety Element and proposed Environmental Justice goals, policies, and 
actions do not change land uses within the City.  
 

4. The proposed amendment is consistent with the provisions of Division 1 of Title 7 of the 
California Government Code pertaining to the amendment, update, or adoption of 
General Plans. 

 
Finding: The Safety Element is a mandated General Plan element as described in 
Division 1 of Title 7 of the California Government Code. In addition, Division 1 of Title 7 
of the California Government Code permits jurisdictions to adopt an Environmental 
Justice Element or to integrate Environmental goals, policies, and actions in other 
General Plan elements.  

 
5. In the case of an amendment affecting the General Plan Diagram, which designates land 

uses, the proposed use of the subject site is compatible with adjoining land uses. 
 

Finding: Adoption of the Safety Element and Environmental Justice goals, policies, and 
actions does not result in an amendment affecting the General Plan Diagram.  
 

General Plan Amendment Conclusion 

Based on the facts and findings above, the project meets the General Plan Amendment 
findings.  
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