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POLICY FOR THE RENAMING OF EXISTING PUBLIC AND PRIVATE STREETS 
 
 
 
POLICY PURPOSE 
 
This policy establishes a process and criteria for the consideration of requests by City of 
Vacaville resident(s), business owner(s), or property owner(s) for the renaming of public and 
private streets within the City so that the renaming process is applied fairly and consistently.  In 
adopting this policy, the City Council desires to avoid the use of names that are objectionable in 
nature or that duplicate or are similar to other street names, which may negatively impact public 
safety.  
 
 
POLICY STATEMENT 
 
It is the policy of the City to provide a process for the consideration of the renaming of City 
streets located within the City limits.  In general, named streets should only be renamed in 
exceptional circumstances.  In addition, the following criteria shall apply: 
 

• Cumbersome, corrupted, or modified names, profane, discriminatory or derogatory 
names relating to age, race, religion, creed, national origin, sex, color, marital status, 
disability, sexual orientation, political affiliation, or other similar categories shall be 
avoided. 

 
• The reuse of former street names is discouraged because such reuse may cause 

confusion to the public and others, such as in the management of real property records.  
 

• The use of commercial names or organization names shall be considered on a case-by-
case basis and shall be utilized in limited circumstances, such as the naming of a single-
purpose street (i.e., a short street leading only to one business). 

  
• The names of companies whose business is substantially derived from the sale of 

alcohol, tobacco, firearms, pornography, or other activities would be deemed by the City 
Council to be unsuitable or inappropriate.    

 
• Names of appointed or elected local officials currently in office or current City employees 

would be avoided.   
 

• Unless otherwise found by the City Council to be in the best interest of the City, streets 
continuing in the same general alignment shall have the same name. 

 
• Streets shall not have simultaneous or multiple names, e.g. its previous name and 

current name. 
 
Names should not be overly recognized, either within the City or region.  Generally, only one 
facility, park, or street shall be named in honor of an individual.    
 
The renaming of a street is appropriate when: 
 

• The criteria set forth in this policy are met; 
  
• There is a valid reason for renaming the street; and 

 
An appropriate level of community support exists for the renaming. 
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