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CALIFORNIA WEED

California marijuana grow houses account for 
75 percent of U.S. indoor plants seized

BY BRAD BRANAN
bbranan@sacbee.com

OCTOBER 04, 2017 3:55 AM 

California’s illegally grown marijuana, once largely produced in national forests and 
other outdoor locations, is increasingly found indoors, federal statistics show.

In 2016, authorities seized 313,000 plants from indoor operations in California, 
which made up 75 percent of all indoor plants taken nationwide, according to the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. 

The rules for growing marijuana in Sacramento 1:48
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VitalReds
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While the total accounts for only 8 percent of all seizures in California, that is the 
highest total in at least eight years.

California voters approved the legalization of recreational use of marijuana in 
November 2016. But local laws still place limits on how it can be grown, and 
federal law prohibits it.

A DEA spokeswoman in San Francisco said she was “unable to speculate” why 
authorities are seizing more indoor-grown marijuana. She noted that the figures 
come from local as well as federal law-enforcement agencies.
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Source: U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration • Get the data

MARIJUANA SEIZURES IN CALIFORNIA 

Law-enforcement agencies are seizing more marijuana from indoor grow operations across 
California.

Indoor plants Outdoor plants Arrests

A November 2016 report by the DEA said marijuana is increasingly grown inside 
because “indoor production is more difficult for law enforcement to discover and 
has the advantage of not having to rely on climate conditions or growing seasons.” 

Last month, law-enforcement agencies reported four separate busts of indoor 
growing operations in the Sacramento area – in Elk Grove, Roseville and 
unincorporated Yolo County. Authorities seized a total of more than 7,000 plants 
and arrested several suspects, including some with ties to the East Coast.

Brad Branan: 916-321-1065, @BradB_at_SacBee
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The leader of a Rastafarian church that operated a marijuana garden that figured in 
the Aug. 1 shooting of two Yuba County sheriff’s deputies was among 18 people 
arrested Tuesday when the Sheriff’s Office served search warrants at 12 alleged 
illegal marijuana growing sites in Yuba and Sacramento counties.

Heidi Grossman-Lepp, 46, was booked into Sacramento County Jail on suspicion of 
conspiracy, producing or cultivating marijuana and possession of marijuana for sale, 
according to a Yuba County Sheriff’s Office news release. 

Sheriff’s officials reported that they were still compiling arrest information late 
Tuesday afternoon and the names of the other 17 people taken into custody likely 
will be released Wednesday.

Approximately $21,000 in cash, 1,500 marijuana plants, more than five pounds of 
processed marijuana and eight guns were seized during the searches, the sheriff’s 
office reported.
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Grossman-Lepp contacted the Yuba County Sheriff’s Office on Aug. 1 to report that 
33-year-old Mark Anthony Sanchez, who worked as a caretaker at the church’s 
marijuana garden in rural Yuba County, had become violent with another church 
member. 

When deputies arrived at the 9000 block of Marysville Road, they chased Sanchez 
to a nearby home. The deputies were fired upon when they entered the home and 
they shot back at Sanchez, Sheriff Steve Durfor told reporters the day of the 
shooting. 

Sanchez died of his injuries. The officers survived. One was shot at least twice in 
the pelvic area and the other was struck in the arm.

The Yuba County Sheriff’s Office was assisted Tuesday by various law enforcement 
teams including the Yuba City Police Department, Yuba Sutter Net 5 Task Force, 
the Sacramento High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area program, California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the California State Water Board, and Butte, 
Nevada and Colusa counties, according to the news release.

The 12 targeted sites are believed to have common ties that remain under 
investigation, accordign to the news release. They locations were identified as:

• 9000 block of Marysville Road in Oregon House
• 10400 blockof Township Road in Browns Valley
• 15000 block of Winther Way in Dobbins
• 15000 block of Burch Lane in Brownsville
• 6000 block of Potts Trail in Browns Valley
• 6000 block of Dantoni Road in Marysville 
• 12000 block of Regent Way in Oregon House
• 9000 block of Mason Way in Dobbins 
• 13000 block of Rice’s Crossing Way in Oregon House
• 3000 block of Jewett Road in Marysville 
• 2000 block of H Street in Sacramento
• 30th Street in Sacramento 

Cathy Locke: 916-321-5287, @lockecathy
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Yuba County deputies wounded in Rastafarian church 
shootout in fair condition

‘Trimmigrant’ working at Rastafarian church dies in 
shootout with Yuba County deputies

Officers search for a suspect after a shooting in Dobbins, Calif., Tuesday, Aug. 1, 2017. Two 
California sheriff's deputies were shot and wounded after they responded to reports of an armed 
and agitated man pulling up plants in the garden of a rural Rastafarian church, authorities said. 
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The shooter remained at large, and the Yuba County deputies were in serious condition and 
undergoing surgery at Sutter Roseville Medical Center after the shooting in the rural community 
of Oregon House about 55 miles north of Sacramento. (AP Photo/Sophia Bollag) Sophia Bollag -
AP
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bbranan@sacbee.com

SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 7:12 AM 

Yolo County officials say they have confiscated more than $5 million worth of 
illegally grown marijuana in a case that has similarities to other recent suburban pot 
busts.

Sheriff’s deputies removed 2,227 plants and 41 harvested pounds of marijuana 
during a raid Sept. 19 on a property in the 7000 block of Highway 16, the Sheriff’s 
Office said in a news release.
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While California voters legalized recreational marijuana use in 2016, local 
restrictions are in place on how many plants can be owned.

Deputies arrested Guangyang Bao, 60, of Sacramento, Jian Fang, 54, of 
Sacramento, Sinh Lieu, 52, of Sacramento, Bobby Lieu, 55, of Sacramento, and 
Paofu Chen, 34, of Queens, New York. They were booked into the Yolo County 
Jail.
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As in the Yolo County case, recent marijuana grow busts in Elk Grove and Roseville 
also involved suspects with New York connections. 

Earlier this month, Elk Grove police announced they had seized 2,800 plants and 
more than 50 pounds of marijuana. Two of the men arrested were from Elk Grove, 
while the other three were from the East Coast, including two from New York City. 
A department spokesman said it was unusual to have suspects from so far out of 
town involved in a marijuana growing case.

Also this month, Roseville police and a Placer County law-enforcement task force 
announced they had seized more than $1 million in marijuana in two homes. Three 
Roseville residents were arrested. Police said they intended to ship the marijuana to 
New York.

Sgt. Matt Davis, a spokesman for the Yolo County Sheriff’s Office, said he could 
not comment on whether there are connections between the three cases, pending 
further investigation.

Recreational weed is now legal in California. So what 
does that mean?
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In January 2018, state and local authorities will begin issuing licenses for the sale 
of legal recreational marijuana. But what do you need to know before you rush to 
the dispensary? Information courtesy of Ballotpedia.com.

Video produced by Emily Zentner/The Sacramento Bee

Brad Branan: 916-321-1065, @BradB_at_SacBee
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